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Money raised for
Jamaican project
EVAN BARNES
STAFF WRITER

A

USD student
organized a
5k run/walk
held
last
weekend to
raise money and awareness
for higher education in Ja
maican towns. The event
was held last Sunday in
Balboa Park.
Sophomore
Katie
Schaefer organized the 5k
run/walk to raise money
for the Jamaican Project,
which, according to www.
active.com, benefits the St.
Patrick's Foundation and
Operation Restoration in
impoverished Jamaican cit
ies.
Schaefer was inspired
to do this project after go
ing to Kingston, Jamaica
in January with eight other
students.
They implemented lead
ership programs and goalsetting agendas with people
who have "extremely low
levels of education."
"We were welcomed by
the Rotary and Rotaract
Clubs," Schaefer said.

She also said the group
began to work in schools
in Kingston and Treasure
Beach to institute a leader
ship experience.
The students made the
trip as a part of the Stu
dent International Business
Council (SIBC), whose
mission is to develop so
cially responsible students
through global interaction
and entrepreneurship.
They were inspired to
work in Jamaica after dis
covering that Notre Dame
University has a similar
project in Africa.
Schaefer, who has been
involved in volunteer work
for many years, said that
volunteering is a "great
way to interact with the
community."
She added that she was
intrigued with the opportu
nities SIBC provided to get
involved.
The runAvalk was held
on March 5, and offered
prizes to the top three over
all finishers.
Participants had the
choice to register on

See Project, page 4

Students fight world hunger
Expanding S.O.M.E. campaign founded by USD sophomore

AUtNA JAINotIN
Ribbons like the one shown have been displayed all over USD to raise awareness tor the S.O.M.E. campaign.

BRYCE KNUPSON
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

P

urple ribbons
can be found
decorating the
hand
trees,
railings and
posts all over campus.

On these ribbons is writ
ten "S.O.M.E" or "Give
S.O.M.E." The ribbons are
intended to promote the
newly-created So Others
May Eat (S.O.M.E.) cam
paign at USD. Co-spon
sored by CASA and the
Romero Center, this cam

paign arose from the enthu
siasm and compassion of
sophomore Stacey Brake.
S.O.M.E started at USD
this spring semester. It was
inspired by Brake's expe
rience at the OxFa hunger
banquet during the fall se
mester. At the banquet food

was distributed propor
tionally to how it is dis
tributed throughout the
world.
Brake was sitting on
the floor experiencing
how it was to be Salva-

See S.O.M.E., page 4

Symposium focuses on leadership courage
ELISE C l M l N O

STAFF WRITER

L

egendary bas
ketball coach
John Wooden
once
said,
"Success
is
never final, failure is nev
er fatal. It's courage that
counts." USD students had
the privilege of attending
the National Character and
Leadership
Symposium
(NCLS) at the Air Force
Academy from Feb. 22 to

26.
The theme of the sym
posium was "Courage in
the Face of Adversity."
Several dynamic speakers
presented on this theme
and, like Coach Wooden,
stressed the importance of
leadership, courage, and

character.
NCLS brought together
a mixture of both military
and civilian leaders. At
tending the symposium
were ROTC students from
the Navy, Army, and Air
Force, cadets from the Air
Force and Naval Acade
mies, civilian students from
several universities, and
many present and former
military leaders.
Throughout the course
of the symposium, partici
pants were housed in the
cadet dormitories, giving
them an opportunity to ex
perience life at a service
academy first-hand.
Jennifer Malkowski, a
senior at USD with no af
filiation with the military,
also attended the sym
posium through USD's

leadership program. Even
though she was a bit over
whelmed at first by all of
the rules and regulations
of the Air Force Academy,
she quickly overcame these
apprehensions and became
a major contributor to the
conference.
The symposium had a
prestigious and dynamic list
of speakers — the speakers
all shared their personal
experiences and discussed
the importance of character
and leadership.
Among the speakers
were Gen. Ron Fogelman,
15th Chief of Staff for the
Air Force, Joe Galloway,
author of the national best
seller "We Were Soldiers
Once;" Gerda Weissmann

See NCLS, page 4

COURTESY OF JOHN FERRERA

USD student Jennifer Malkowski and LT John Ferrera pose in front of the Airforce
Academy at which the National Character and Leadership Symposium was held.
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Court says recruiters allowed
P ATRICK F ITZGERALD
U-WI RE/STANFORD
B ROOKE M C S PADDEN
EDITOR IN CHIEF
The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled unanimously Monday to
uphold a federal statute that
requires law schools to grant
military recruiters access — or
risk losing federal funding.
The law, known as the Solo
mon Amendment, had drawn
fire from law students, faculty
and administrators nationwide
due to the military's discrimi
natory "Don't Ask Don't Tell
Policy" targeting gays and les
bians.
Many of these law schools
boast policies barring employers
that discriminate from recruiting
on campuses.
According to the opinion
written by Chief Justice John
Roberts, the Court ruled that
the law does not violate the free
speech rights of universities op
posed to the policy, as the Solo
mon Amendment "regulates
conduct, not speech."
"It affects what law schools
must do — afford equal access

to military recruiters — not
what they may or may not say,"
Roberts wrote.
The 8-0 decision — Jus
tice Samuel Alito did not take
part because he had not been
confirmed before opening ar
guments began in December
— presented a significant, if
not unexpected, blow to the
Forum for Academic and Insti
tutional Rights, an alliance of
law schools and faculties that
oppose the law.
Roberts rejected FAIR'S ar
gument — as well as that of U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit, which had sided with
the law schools — alleging that
their First Amendment rights
were violated.
"Nothing about recruiting
suggests that law schools agree
with any speech by recruiters,
and nothing in the Solomon
Amendment restricts what the
law schools may say about the
military's policies," he wrote.
Joe Walsh, who graduated
from USD's School of Law in
2005, agrees.
"This is a landmark decision
that ensures that all employers

will have access to top legal
talent," Walsh said.
"This isn't a case where dis
crimination is being stopped. It's
a case where someone is being
silenced, and silencing people
isn't what this country stands
for," he said.
Walsh interviewed with mili
tary recruiters in pursuit of his
post-graduate career while still
at USD. He interviewed with
both the Army JAG and a divi
sion of the Navy.
"There was no ideology in
the interview. It was all quali
fications and deciding whether
or not the job would be good for
me," Walsh said.
In addition, Walsh noted that
working in the military can be a
helpful place for young lawyers
to gain trial experience sooner
than otherwise.
"Disallowing military re
cruiters is a luxury USD can
not afford. It is a disservice to
students who expect to have
access to jobs," he said. "If you
ban interviewers from coming
on campus, it is just going to
force students to interview offcampus."

Classifieds
FOR RENT
Bayfront Condos: 4 bed/3
bath $3900. 3540 Bayside Walk. 2 bed/ 1.5
bath $1950. 3538 Bayside Walk. 2 bed/1 bath
$1900. 3536 Bayside
Walk. Sept-May Lease.
Quiet neighborhood.
See pics at:
www.sandiego_vacation.com
(858)-361-3231

FOR RENT
House for rent. North
Mission Beach. 60 steps
to seawall. Two bedroom,
two bath, completely fur
nished. Two car garage.
Washer/Dryer. Available
8/26/06, $1700/month.
(925)-943-6727 or
pla615 @ sbcglobal. net

AS wants to hear your voice!!!
If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas for
Associated Students please contact us by stopping in
U C 161 or U C 225.

To find out about AS Sponsored events or to submit a student issue visit;

www.sandiego.edu/associatedstudents

FIND TH6 TORILKO
WITHIN!

Did you miss the A.S. Weekly E-mail?

In case you missed the A,S. Weekly E-mails for the last few weeks of February, here they are!
••February 20, 2006
Dear Toreros,
I recently had a meeting with Dayanne Douglas-Izmirian, our very own Director of Residence life, to discuss the new campus housing additions. She
informed me that the new Vista building will be completed this summer, and that students who were directly affected by the noise of construction will have
housing lottery priority. I also learned that those students in the Vistas affected by the noise will receive $200 Campus cash if they choose to live on campus
next year! When I asked her what the name of the new Vista will be, she told me that current resident students will vote on-line for either Otay or Borega as the
name. The new Vista will have BBQ/community space and a study room, along with a separate laundry room.
We also discussed the demolition of the Knolls for construction of new apartments in the Valley. This project is set to be finished by the Fall of 2007. New
windows will be installed in the valley to keep the noise disruption to a minimum for those students living in the Bahias. This project will include study space,
common space, a multipurpose room, and potentially a fitness center/cafe, along with more single rooms for upperclass residents.
Dayanne also told me that beginning next year; Resident Assistants training and job descriptions will be tailored to fulfill the needs of residents by their year
in school. For instance, first year student's Resident Assistants will be specially trained to best support the unique needs of first year students. This idea is part
of the First Year Experience initiative, in which several administrators, faculty, and students have been participating in. Other A.S. representatives who have
been involved with the First Year Experience, or I, will be updating you further on this exciting University initiative, so keep your eyes peeled!
Aside from the aforementioned construction developments, as most of you know the University Center Expansion Project is well under way! I discovered
earlier this morning that there will be an open forum with the architect that was hired for the expansion on Monday, March 6 at 7:30pm in the Student Lounge
(located downstairs in the U.C. by the Torero Grille). This will be a perfect time to meet the architect, ask questions, and give input on the expansion. I highly
encourage you to attend!
**February 27, 2006
Dear Toreros,
I recently had a meeting with Moises Baron, USD's Assistant Vice President for Student Wellness and Director of the Counseling Center, to discuss the
University Committee on Human Wellness Initiatives (C.o.H.W.1.). Moises informed me that C.o.H.W.1. began over a year ago. The Universityformed
this comprehensive committee with the involvement of staff, faculty, administrators, and students to start effectively addressing the issues of wellness and
health promotion on and off campus for our university community. He updated me on the 3 task forces that have stemmed from the committee. The Upper
Respiratory Infection (U.R.I.) prevention task force has come up with a number of recommendations to develop a campaign to practice preventing the spread of
U.RX's. The Stress and Anxiety Prevention Task Force has been developing a resource guide for students to handle stress and anxiety. Lastly, the Problematic
Drinking Prevention Task Force will be providing resource guides to those students moving off campus with ways to address the issues of safety and wellness.
These are just a few of the projects that these three task forces have been working on. The three tasks forces are the first set of objectives of the C.o.H.W.1. These
areas were identified from data collected by wellness division as issues that are of concern to students. For more information on C.o.H.W.1., contact Moises
Baron in the counseling center or Margaret baker in the health center.
I would also like to inform you all that last week, several members of your A.S. Executive Board attended committee meetings for the Board of Trustees,
including the Student Affairs Committee, Mission and Vision Committee, Finance Committee, and Academic Affairs Committee. As your official
representatives, we shared your concerns and also a bit of what A.S. has been working on this year. Some of the issues discussed were communication on
campus, diversity and inclusion, and the appointment of administrative positions. The Board committee meetings take place twice a semester. If in the future
you would like A.S. to take your concerns to the Board of Trustees, please feel free to contact us.
Find The Torero Within!
_
,
_ _
_
_
_
Jordan Freitas
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Lenten season fosters awareness of starving nations
Cont. from S.O.M.E., page 1
-dorian and was fed accord
ingly with a small portion of
rice and beans.
After the event, Brake and a
group of friends discussed how
much the event upset them.
"You can't learn something that
important, be changed by it and
not do anything," Brake said.
Eventually the S.O.M.E
campaign arose. Its presence
was first recognized at Sunday
mass when Brake stood up and
announced, "If anyone is inter
ested in ending world hunger
please see me in the back."
Brake received the support
she needed to acquire official
campus sponsors. CASA and
the Romero Center quickly
stepped in. An advisor was also
found in Lou Charest, coordina
tor of the Romero Center.
"Stacey said she had a crazy
idea of ending world hunger. I
had to sign-up," Charest said.
The campaign's goal is to
promote action, education and
awareness about world hunger.
The S.O.M.E. campaign coin
cides with Lent, which began
on Ash Wednesday, March 1,
and will end on Easter, April
16.

"We have organized the
S.O.M.E. campaign in order to
more deeply express our love
for the world and demonstrate
that solidarity can and will
transform the world," Brake

said.
The rice and beans Brake
ate inspired one of the major
aspects of the campaign. The
fact that many people.in impov
erished countries eat nothing
but small rations of rice and
beans has inspired the commit
tee to eat only rice and beans
for every meal during Lent in
hopes to draw attention to their
cause.
"By eating rice and beans
and people asking [why], it
gives me the opportunity to
educate and it gives me the abil
ity to come a tiny step closer
to understanding how billions
of people survive on rice and
beans or less," sophomore
Andi Lovano, co-founder of
ADENA JANSEN
S.O.M.E., said.
Dining services joined in the "Rice Bowls," such as the one above, can be found throughout USD's campus during Lent.
S.O.M.E. campaign by offering
"The idea is to equate his immense amounts of food and
rice and beans in main dining be used to help fight hunger in
suffering with the suffering [I] decided to do something,"
during every meal during Lent the U.S.
and adding a rice and beans
During the five weeks of of the two-thirds of the world Saldias said.
After seeing the astonishing
Lent, while USD is in session, that live on less than $2 a day,"
special in the grill.
findings,
Saldias spoke with
Charest
said.
Although March 25 through the S.O.M.E. campaign will
When poverty is an issue, the servers, asking them if
April 2 is "Rice and Beans" focus education and awareness
week, during which S.O.M.E. efforts on a specific developing one can't help but notice the they knew about the waste. She
invites everyone to join them nation. Main dining will serve food wasted in main dining as asked them to help by serving
in their efforts, all students an entree unique to a different sophomore S.O.M.E. member smaller portions. The staff was
very supportive.
are welcome to participate country every Sunday evening Lisa Saldias did.
Since Lent began, Saldias
On March 23 students can
throughout Lent
and information will be posted
has been weighing the amount donate meals in front of the UC
Operation Rice Bowl has on campus.
also been promoted in the cam
S.O.M.E. also sponsors the of food left by students on their during dead hours to aide the
paign. Seventy-five percent of "Stations of the Cross" prayer, trays. Between March 1 and 2 fight against hunger. Also, there
the donations placed in these depicting Jesus as he makes almost 500 pounds of food were will be barrels in all residence
halls for food donations that
small boxes all over campus his journey to his demise at the wasted.
"Every
time
I
go
into
main
will be given to the San Diego
will go to help battle hunger cross, every Friday afternoon
dining, I watch students waste food bank.
overseas and 25 percent will of Lent.

Maynard's story inspires
Wrestler's courage and determination show no limits
Cont. from NCLS, page 1
Klein, a survivor of the Holo
caust; Gene Kranz, flight direc
tor for the successful return of
Apollo 13; Dick Vermeil, Super
Bowl winning head football
coach; Kyle Maynard, champi
onship wrestler who was bom
without full arms and legs;
Rulon Gardner, gold medal

Olympian wrestler; and Jackie
Pflug, survivor of a terrorist
hijacking.
The story of Maynard seemed
to affect the audience. Maynard
was bom with congenital ampu
tation, a rare disease in which
one's arms end at the elbows
and legs end at the knees. Al
though he stands just three feet
tall, Maynard is truly a giant

among men. He told stories of
his intense work ethic and desire
to be the best, despite his dis
ability. Maynard was one of the
top three wrestlers in the state
of Georgia his senior year and
has set disabled weight lifting
records. He is a student at the
University of Georgia, can type
over 50 words per minute, and
can drive a car.

Student event raises $700
Cont. from Project, page 1
www.active.com by March 4
or at 7 a.m. on the day of the
event, but donations were still
being accepted on the website
and at the event.
The event had been pro
moted on the www.active.com
but other tools such as fliers,
Facebook, Evite, and UNET
were also used to spread the
word.
The event, which had been
planned since December, raised
$700 for the Jamaican Project.
Fifty participants, including a

many USD students, competed
in the 8 a.m. mn/walk event.
When the participants fin
ished the mn/walk, they were
greeted with cheers and plenty
of encouragement, from a crowd
that included students.
The students agreed that the
event was tiring but a lot of fun.
In addition, they felt this event
was a good event to begin a
series of similar events in the
future.
"It's got a lot of potential,"
Senior Sam Conway said. He
heard about the event through
SIBC.

Others agreed that future
events would be useful, espe
cially if they achieved similar
success, but agreed the event
could benefit from more mar
keting.
Schaefer agreed that market
ing could benefit future events
and contemplated adding more
prizes. She remarked that things
would run "a lot smoother" now
that she knows what it takes to
put together an event.
There will be a golf tourna
ment on April 2 to raise more
money for the Jamaican Proj
ect.

March,,

[jf
Wind: 10-20 kt.
•Height: 2-4 ft.
High: 5:37 a.m.
Low:U:04 p.m.
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(ampul Focus Melissa Parrelli, Campus Focus Editor

parrelli08@gmail.com

Skateboarding policies enforced on campus
Recently the university began to raise awareness and increase enforcement of its skateboarding
policies. Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. it is prohibited to use skateboards,
scooters and rollerblades. Any student violating this policy will be given a citation and will have
to attend a hearing with the Dean of Students or the Residence Life staff. Skateboards will be
confiscated if there are repeated violations of this rule. Questions can be addressed by contacting
Residence Life at (619) 260-7656 or the Dean of Students at (619) 260-4590.

USD Skateboarding Policies
^Skateboards, rollerblades and scooters are
prohibited on campus from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
-^Skateboard, rollerblade and scooter use is
prohibited at all times:
-In building entry areas and inside University
buildings (including residence halls and
classroom buildings).
-In vehicle traffic areas, streets, parking lots and
"right of way" lanes used by vehicles.
-In any area where injury may readily occur to a
skateboard or rollerblade user and/or another
individual.
-Near the Colachis Plaza Fountain, the Missions
or Manchester Village parking structures.

•
.' • ; ;•
•
reflects on his USD experience
What is your ideal job?

What has been your favorite class?

Acting, producing and directing in Hollywood.

Stage combat.

Are you more scared or excited to
be graduating?

If you could go back and change
one thing about your college
years what would it be?

I am excited because I have been here for
four years and it's finally my time to go!

What is your favorite memory at
USD?

Name: Lu Louis
A

20
g

*

Major: Theatre
Hometown: Port-Au-Prince, Haiti
J

I would focus on school less and girls more.

Any advice to give to fellow
undergrads?

After student lab I wrote, co-directed and acted
in one of my plays. After it was over everyone
was saying how much they liked it.

Struggle your freshmen, sophomore and junior
years so that your senior year is the most laid
back.

Who is your favorite professor?

Favorite quote?

Colleen Kelly.

"Once you've had black you never go back and
once you've had white you go running back to
black."
- Paul Mooney

Opinion
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The Vista

Laura Longobardi, Opinion Editor

lauralongobardi@gmaiI.com

Jviews on racial diversity
CLAIRE M. DELACRUZ
STAFF W R I T E R

A

I don't like the word "diversity." It is
just too broad. People argue that "USD is
diverse within this community," and I can
with that. There is diversity within
this dominant white, fe
male population at USD.
But, let's be honest, there
is something missing:
people of color.
"If 30 new black
students came to USD,
J
J
would the educational experience
•
j
improve?" I say,
Yes- Thirty new
black students

ACCCTltllG,tC
VCLClCll

differences

maynot offer the
educational ex
perience a textbook would, but they would
be a part of an educational experience in
something I like to call "real life." We live
in a "bubble on a hill." If this university
doesn't strive to recruit people of color to
USD, this bubble will set our students up
for a huge handicap in the future.
The interaction between people from
different countries, ethnicities, and sexual
orientations is growing in professional
fields across the board. How will USD
students prepare for their future if this in
teraction is not offered by this prestigious,
academic community? Let us, for the sake
of argument, imagine that there were only
white people attending this university with
different philosophies and perspectives (a
bohemian white female, a free-thinking
white male, and a corporate-driven, gay
white male). Although they may be very
different, they would still find a comfort
and commonality in their dominant white
ness. It is a privilege that they have. There
is something called "white privilege" and

if you are white, you have it. White privi
lege will allow white people to choose
to make ethnicity an issue or not. Me, I
don't have that privilege, 1 am a woman
of color. I cannot choose to be seen as
brown or not. And you can't tell me that
you can look past it. It is there. It is my
skin. It is brown. The way you treat me
depends on what you think about my
skin and that is a whole other issue.
People of color live a different experi
ence in this society. It is one of oppres
sion, marginalization, and confusion,
and it is an experience that the dominant
white group, unfortunately, will never
understand. So, yes, the experience of
a Latino male will bring a different
philosophy, different perspectives and
ideas to a classroom, just as much as a
white person will, a black person will,
an Asian person will and so on and so
forth. It is not that one group offers
more in a classroom, it's the fact that
more ethnic groups will offer more to
the classroom.
This emphasis on ethnic diversity
may remove the focus of an individual
from the group, but people of color have
no choice. We will always be put in that
group. No matter what I do — whether
I want to get away from it, or not —-1
will always be put in the group of Asian/
Pacific Islander. White people have that
privilege to choose to be a part of their
group, and, intentionally or unintention
ally, have the privilege to accept or reject
others into that group.
We shouldn't strive to make the world
more color-blind. It strips people of
their uniqueness and identity. We should
strive to make this world and this univer
sity more acknowledging, welcoming,
and celebratory of different ethnicities,
sexual orientations, religions, and all
other aspects of one's identity.

Protesters miss the point of inclusion at USD
STEPHEN BR1TT
STAFF W R I T E R

Last week a group of angry religious
protesters descended upon the University
of San Diego and reared their ugly heads
at a school characterized by its accepting
attitudes and tolerance towards differ
ence. In doing so, these picketers made
a huge mistake. Not only is demonstrat
ing against a minority group attending a
school morally wrong, it is a repulsive
throwback to visuals of the days of pro
testers in Alabama growing angry over
African Americans being allowed to go
to school with white children (after the
Supreme Court ruled integration was
necessary).
It is literally a modern day rage against
minorities being allowed to go to school
with so-called "normal" people, and it
absolutely should not be stood for.
After doing such a thing it is hard
to believe that anyone would take such
people seriously. Personally, I am nei
ther Catholic nor homosexual, but I
have friends who are both who were

absolutely turned off by the protesters.
One of my Catholic friends said that
he was "embarrassed that someone did
this in the name of my religion." And
rightly so. When a person invokes the
name of God while preaching hate, not
only is their action against the love that
God is supposed to stand for (according
to every major world religion), but it is
also contradictory to Jesus' example of
showing compassion towards people
that were considered sinners (i.e. Mary
Magdalene and tax collectors).
Being against homosexual sex is one
thing. However, protesting against a
homosexual's right to an education or
ability to exchange supportive discourse
in an academic community is something
else all together. For forward thinking
college students, such an action is abso
lutely dumbfounding. Do these protest
ers think that educated professors and
students of an academic institution will
listen to these voices and actually change
their beliefs suddenly choosing to reject
homosexuality? Apparently they do.
Fortunately, these types of people have

done this many times before and no real
action has been taken in support of their
efforts by the school administration.
However it is sad that there is not more
of an uproar from the student body about
such unjust picketing.
What are these people so afraid of?
Do they think that if homosexuals are
allowed to be open on a college campus
that it will spread like a wildfire? Do
they believe that if I am allowed to see
an openly gay person it will cause me
to breakup with my girlfriend and turn
to a sinful life of homosexuality? The
way they protest alludes to their beliefs
that our administration encourages a
transition to homosexuality thus going
against the Catholic church's teachings.
Otherwise, I really cannot grasp why
they would spend hours of time standing
on a street corner with hateful signs as if
they were expecting the administrators
of our school to say, "You know what,
you're right, we should ban all gay people
from attending USD. Let's include that
on our application next year."
Throughout Jesus' lifetime, he

preached theories of love, peace and
distributing wealth to those less fortu
nate. Have these picketers reflected on
these key concepts of the Catholic faith?
Do they protest war or injustice or rais
ing wages for those who are paid too
little to survive? No, instead they focus
on hating those different from them and
protesting their mere existence. Invok
ing the name of God in condemning
another person is a very serious thing
to do and no one should take such an
action lightly. Throughout human his
tory, the name of God has been used to
commit such atrocities as the conquests
of Latin America, the genocide of Native
Americans, and was even used to justify
slavery. These types of protect are mod
ern day examples of using God's name
for the wrong reasons
Protesting is a necessary part of our
American right to free speech and should
not be prevented. However, when such
blatantly discriminatory acts are com
mitted on our campus, it is disappointing
that our student body does not become
more outraged.
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Inconsistencies plague abortion and stem cell debates
Rrfnidanj Hnon

STAFF WRITER
On May 24,2005, President Bush held
a press conference in which he praised
the 'parents' of "Snowflakes" — children
conceived from fertility clinic embryos by
prospective parents who, for one reason
or another, could not conceive naturally.
The President also used the opportunity
to reiterate his stance on the use of frozen
embryos for stem cell research.
"...I set forward a policy to advance
stem cell research in a responsible way,
by funding research on stem cell lines
derived only from embryos that had al
ready been destroyed. This policy set a
clear standard: We should not use public
money to support the further destruction
of human life," Bush said.
Later, Bush affirmed his view that
embryos are, in fact, human lives: "The
children here today remind us that there
is no such thing as a spare embryo. Ev
ery embryo is unique and genetically
complete, like every other human being
... These lives are not raw material to be
exploited, but gifts," Bush said.
Donielle Brinkman, one of the "Snowflake" moms, finally gave birth to her first
child Tanner in 2001 after receiving eleven
frozen embryos from a clinic. After four
transfers of multiple eggs and a series of
miscarriages, only one of the embryos
(Tanner) lasted to birth; the other ten were
destroyed. If we are to use Bush's reason
ing then, by making repeated attempts to
have children, Mrs. Brinkman and her
doctor ended ten human lives in the pro
cess of giving birth to her first child. And
Bush is praising her?
This is not simply a case of President

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION BY ADENA JANSEN

Bush congratulating someone who has
done the complete opposite of what they
are being lauded for. This story reveals,
albeit anecdotally, the serious inconsis
tencies in the veracity of the stances and
statements of many of the people who
claim to be the most ardent protectors of
human life, pro-life Republicans.
At the press conference last May,
President Bush made it clear that while
he supports ambitious efforts to find cures
for diseases like Parkinson's and juvenile
diabetes, he is opposed to the use of new
human embryos as a source for stem
cells (which have the ability to develop
into many different cell types in the body
and can theoretically divide without limit
to replenish other cells, hence its allure
to scientists), because the harvesting of
these cells destroys the embryo, an act he
equates to murder. And, yet, the process by
which "Snowflakes" come into existence,
is also a process that destroys embryos.
How can that be?

Is allowing an infertile couple to have
a child a more pressing concern than
discovering cures for horrible diseases
that afflict millions? To oppose stem cell
research because our current technol
ogy is inefficient (because it destroys
the embryo), while supporting similarly
inadequate technology that helps infertile
couples have children (a process that also
destroys embryos), is duplicitous. And,
this is just the tip of the iceberg.
In American politics today, nearly all
of the opposition to abortion comes from
the Republican Party. Many Republicans
like to tout the fact that their party is the
"Pro-Life Party." But, how committed are
pro-life Republicans to the protection of
all human life? We have already seen that
their defense of human life with respect to
stem cell research and embryo adoption
("Snowflakes") has holes. It is no different
with abortion.
When it comes to abortion, we repeat
edly hear Republicans lament the loss of

morality and the rise of "moral relativism"
in American society. Meanwhile, most
Republicans oppose abortion as a method
of birth control while finding it an accept
able practice in cases of rape and incest.
Does that mean the life created from a
rape has less value than one conceived
willingly? Assigning different values to
human life based on the circumstances of
its creation, sounds like moral relativism
to me. This also begs the question: What
do these Republicans really believe? If
they feel that there are cases (like rape
and incest) when abortion is acceptable,
then all of their rhetoric is just hot air. If
they personally think abortion is a crime
in all instances, but publicly adhere to the
previous stance for various reasons (like
electability), then they are simply lowgrade politicians who will do anything to
stay in power. Either way, they are dishon
est and untrustworthy.
As you can see, from abortion to health
care, stem cell research to social spending,
pro-life Republicans are terribly inconsis
tent when protecting the sanctity of life
and certainly do not live up to the ideals
they profess, nor do they even try. If you
are a person opposed to abortion (as I am),
the pro-choice stance of the Democratic
Party is no doubt unappealing. But, before
you cast your lot with the GOP, step back
and take stock of all the issues. Don't fall
prey to the "holier than thou" position of
the Republicans on these moral issues, as
more often than not they oppose policy
protecting the sanctity of all life: unborn,
young, and old; while the Democrats
(although currently lacking any political
courage) usually can be counted on to
offer at least minimal protection for the
vulnerable in all life stages.

Can Hillary Clinton cut it as commander-in-chief?
IASON TRUIILLO
STAFF WRITER
Imagine hearing "Hail to the Chief'
followed by the announcement, "Please
rise for the President of the United
States," and having Hillary Clinton, the
current Democratic senator from New
York, approach the podium. According
to a recent FOX News poll, this would
make 44 percent of you cringe.
H. Clinton is overwhelmingly thought
to be the Democratic Party's pick to run
for president in 2008. But, can she do the
job? In the very same FOX News poll that
said 44 percent of Americans would not
vote for H. Clinton under any circum
stance, 35 percent would definitely vote
for her, and 19 percent would consider
doing so. In the "definite" category, H.
Clinton is leading other possible can
didates Rudy Giuliani, John Kerry and
John McCain. However, she also has
the second highest — behind Kerry (45
percent) — percentage in the "under no
circumstance" category.
H. Clinton, perhaps better known for
being one of the most famously forgiving
wives in history rather than a politician,
has her work cut out for her if she plans
to be the first female to take the Oval
Office. Her approval and disapproval
ratings make her goal very difficult. She
may have the highest percentage of people
who would surely vote for her, but she has
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Hillary Clinton is one of four possible
presidential democratic candidates.

even more who would not. This means she
must convert the 19 percent that would at
least consider voting for her.
With such a small percentage to work
with, you would think that H. Clinton
would try not to alienate any part of the
country. With some of the comments she
has made recently, and the settings she has
chosen to make them in, it would seem
that she would rather appeal to only the
Democratic half of the country.
"When you look at the way the House
of Representatives has been run, it has
been run like a plantation. And, you know

what I'm talking about," H. Clinton said
on this Martin Luther King Jr. Day, lam
basting the Republican majority.
Is referring to Republicans as slave
owners really going to gamer her more
votes? No. Is Martin Luther King Jr. Day
the time to advance your own political
career? No. To her defense, a similar me
morial event, the funeral of King's wife,
was used as such by many other members
of her party, including former President
Jimmy Carter. So, it is easy to see how
she might get confused as to the mood of
such an occasion.
No one ever said that the president of
the United States had to be the best public
speaker—the current president definitely
is not—but attacking the current majority,
and doing everything but coming straight
out and calling them racists seems like
a mistake. Given, it was on a day when
the country remembers its greatest equal
rights activist. But would these remarks
gamer any more support from a market
that already is primarily Democratic, or
will this cost her votes from Republicans
who may be in limbo, thanks to blunders
from the current administration?
The ironic thing about H. Clinton
labeling Republicans as racists is that
she has had her own racist moments. In
Jerry Oppenheimer's book, "State of the
Union," he quoted H. Clinton referring
to one of her husband's employees as a
"f-ing Jew bastard" — a quote she vehe

mently denies. She was caught in her lie
after three people reported hearing her say
it. Denial is better than apologizing these
days - look at the 9/11 Commission and
the current debacle over the Hurricane
Katrina response.
Does her poor timing for political
speeches and name-calling make her a bad
candidate for president? Not necessarily.
Is the problem that she is a woman? No.
There are other women qualified for the
job; she is just not one of them.
The lady certainly does look good on
paper, though. She did her undergraduate
work at Wellesley College, and she got
her law degree at Yale — yes, this is also
where President Bush graduated from. It
seems like looking good on paper is what
politicians do.
It seems as though the political battle
ground is already falling into place for
the 2008 elections even though it is
over two-and-a-half years away. At this
point, the main characters appear to be
H. Clinton, Giuliani, Kerry and McCain.
The FOX News poll asked, "Would this
person make a good president?" naming
the top four contenders among others.
Giuliani is supported by 60 percent of
those polled, McCain by 55, H. Clinton
by 50, Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice by 47 (she has made it clear that she
will not be running for president, though)
and Kerry 45. Unfortunately, Rice is not
running, so may the best man win.
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This year, USD's Center for Community Service Learning (CSL) will celebrate its 20th anniversary. The Princeton Review chose USD as one of 81
"Colleges with a Conscience" for our strong commitment to combining service and reflection on justice issues. Additionally, USD was ranked number six in
the nation by Washington Monthly magazine in response to the question "What can colleges do for the country?" Every semester about 1,500 USD students
participate with the CSL office and 100 students become student leaders.
CSL's mission statement is: "Through service, we engage USD students, faculty, staff and alumni to learn in partnership with the community, and make
life-long commitments to promote social change and justice."
Elaine Elliot and John Loggins (director and assistant director of CSL respectively) explain that "community service learning is an attempt to go be
yond experiences of service and truly reflect on what it means for an individual as a person and for us as a society." Catholic social thought plays a role in tak
ing note of how the world actually is, the potential it has and how we can help make positive changes.
CSL is helping to carry out USD's mission by "sharing Catholic social thought, increasing academic excellence, providing opportunities for interna
tional learning, helping students improve their leaders® skills and creating:thoughtful, ethical people who engage in compassionate service," Elliot said.
e st
stuThere are numerous ways fo r students to get involved with CSL. TheSe include course-based service-learning which works in conjunction with th|
dent leaders program, work-study. Social Issues Com; t
upport for students, resident assistants and organizations in choosing and carrying out rhei
service. CSL has two locations in Maher 218 and;UC3fll.

institution committed to
preparing leaders dedicated to ethical conduct ancHJ flj
compassionate service. I did not fully grasp this aspect of
the USD mission statement before becoming involved with the
Center for Community Service Learning (CSL). My involvement with the center began in the fall of 2005 when I became *
a student leader for my Careers in Psychology course, acting as Jj
the liaison between the students in my class and their respective
I?
community service learning sites. In conjunction with the position, I
took a one-unit leadership seminar course led by Elaine Elliott, direc
tor of the Center for Community Service Learning, John Loggins, assistant
director, and Anthony Torres, graduate assistant. I could not have known then
the incredible impact that CSL would have on my life. Looking back, however, I |
recognize what a blessing it was that I came into contact with the center I am now
working as the student leader mentor and I have the opportunity to work with people
who are truly dedicated to making a difference in the world. The Center for Commu
nity Service Learning and»the Center for Awareness, Service and Action (CASA) make
it possible for USD students to have a positive impact on the Linda Vista community and
beyond. Those involved with the centers fight for social justice every single day. I have
witnessed the congruence between their words and actions and I know how lucky I am to
be surrounded by such passionate visionaries.
•
I am currently taking a wonderful course entitled Leadership and Spiritual
ity: Leading Lives of Courage, Compassion and Commitment to the Common Good.
CSI- and CASA have helped me to understand what it means to truly lead with spirit.
CSL and CASA are a family. I have been most impressed by the manner in which the
people involved with die centers treat everyone they encounter as family. They are
out in the community doing God's work, showing unconditional love to people from all walks of life.
CSL and CASA Stand by USD's mission statement, preparing leaders dedicated to ethical conduct and
f compassionate service. The centers provide countless opportunities for students to become involved with
the compassionate service that we are called to do. My involvement with community service learning Mas
inspired me to fight for sociajpustice and to always strive to have a positive impact on the local, national
and global community. I will soon graduate from USD and venture out into the world, equipped with
the leadership skills and passion necessary to effect lasting change in our world. I will be for
P
ever grateful to mPCenter for Community Service Learning for fully opening my eyes to i
change that not only should take place in our world, but to the change that actually ca
take place in our wa
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Look oof for these upcoming events...

March 2% 5:30 p.m. IPJ Lecture by Carmen Cuenca on politically significant art on the border

April 12 Linda Vista Multicultural Fair
May 5 "Oct on the Pus"
taking children to visit their mothers who are incar
cerated right before Mother's Pay

Weekend of April 1 Special Olympics

April 1% 5 p.m. IPJ "I Am Somebody 2"
Children of Linda Vista speak for
education advocacy

May 6 Walk for Hope
Preast cancer walk on campus

Summer course offered in Jamaica that includes
service-learning
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THE DATES:

H

Residence life

FACT:
mm

•

The average GPA by

Sti

class-year for Fall 2005

March 6th - March 24th
Residential Learning Communities
{RLC's) a r e available

Wednesday April 26th
Final Day of Lottery

March 6th - April 7th
"Squatter's Rights" option
avaliable. Ail paperwork
must be turned in by April 7th

Friday April 28th
Housing Office closed
in preparation for
Sign-Up Weekend

March 6th - April 26th
Draw numbers for
Stratified Lottery
{RLC's have until March 24th)

April 29th and 30th
Sign-Up Weekend for
Lottery participants

was significantly
higher for students
who lived on campus
than for students who
lived off campus.*
:

111
March 31st
"Wisdom for the Real World"
Application deadline

THE STEPS:

mmm

HHHH|

1 . Moke a $250 NON-REFUNDABLE room pre-payment
at the Cashier's Office in the Hughes Center.
2. Bring the receipt to the Housing Office located in
the lower level of Missions Crossroads.
3 . Draw a lottery number and either:
-Squat your room
•Choose a Residential Learning Community (RLC)
-Request a Manchester Village
"Wisdom for the Real World" application
-OR, choose an open room during Sign-Up Weekend

•

n't just live...
tAVfc

JR @ USD

For more information, visit
www.sandiego.edu/housing,
www.sandiego.edu/residencelife
or call Housing at 619.260.4777
(on capmus ext. 4777)
Source: Institutional Research and Planning
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Willis walks the same route with "16 Blocks"
ALFONSO MAGANA
STAFF WRITER

Director Richard Donner's
latest flick "16 Blocks" fails to
live up to expectations of rivet
ing action from its main star,
Bruce Willis.
The film tells the story of
Jack Mosley (Willis), a grizzled,
down on his luck, New York de
tective who keeps going with a
little help from the bottle.
As Mosley is about to leave
work for the day, he is stopped
and asked to do one more case.
He is asked to escort Eddie
Bunker (Mos Def) 16 blocks
from the jailhouse to the court
house. He agrees, but thinks
otherwise when he meets Bun
ker, a motor mouth who claims
he is reformed and wants to
open a bakery with his sister
in Seattle.
Within four blocks, Mosley
cannot handle Bunker and
stops for a bottle of his favorite
drink at the liquor store. While
inside, someone attempts to
shoot Bunker, but Mosley guns
the shooter down and calls for
backup. When it arrives, his
former partner Frank Nugent
(David Morse) tells Mosley that
he did well, but that they would
take care of the rest.
Nugent and his cronies want

Bunker dead because he is
the key eyewitness to various
wrongdoings committed by
the cops.
Instead, Mosley comes out
guns blazing, takes Bunker
and becomes a fugitive because
he learns Bunker is to testify
against Mosley's colleagues.
The cops are about to get what
is coming to them and so the
game of cat and mouse begins.
However, it is Def's chemistry
that moves the film forward.
Willis has been in his fair share
of "buddy films," but Def is
relatively new to the acting
world.
Known mainly for his music
career, Defs first big break in
film came via Spike Lee's "Bam
boozled," which led to roles in
"Monster's Ball," "The Italian
Job" and his Emmy-nominated
role in HBO's "Something the
Lord Made."
Def steals the film from
under Willis' nose. Although
Willis does a solid job convey
ing his character's attitude and
reasons for wanting to save
Bunker, it is the same Willis
performance we have seen be
fore. Throw in a little blood and
make it black and white, and it
is basically the same character
from "Sin City."
Def's character is annoying,

COURTESY OF WARNER BROTHERS

"Sixteen Blocks" follows a New York detective Jack Mosley (Bruce Willis) who must escort Eddie
Bunker (Mos Def) to the courthouse. On the way, he learns Bunker is supposed to testify against
Mosley's colleagues, which adds to the suspense of the film.

does not know when to shut up
and is a thief, but he changes
right before our eyes.
At first he hates the fact that
he is put with a cop who hates
his job and could care less about
him. But, when Mosley saves
Bunker from the first bullet,
his attitude towards Mosley
changes. In the end, Bunker
repays Mosley for saving his
own life.

Despite Def's performance,
the story is weak with a predict
able ending. The filmmakers
tried to make the film look cool
by blowing up cars, but the
outcome looked tacky. It would
have served the film better if
the explosions were kept to a
minimum.
Donner has seen better days
with his "Superman" series and
the "Lethal Weapon" series,

but in "16 Blocks" it looks as if
they grabbed someone from the
street to direct the film. Despite
this, the film managed to be the
past week's number one at the
box office.
Despite Defs acting abilities,
viewers should think wisely
whether they should shell out
the dough to see the movie in
the theater, or wait for it to be
released on DVD.

Academy Awards brought surprises, laughs and excitement
RYAN BURDA
U-W1RE/S. ILLINOIS U.
If you watched this year's
Academy Awards you saw a few
upsets, four first-time winners in
all of the acting categories and
a first-time host who exceeded
viewers' expectations.
Do not forget all the montages
where the academy encouraged
people to go to the theater to see
movies and not to wait for them
to come to DVD.
Despite skepticism from
critics over Jon Stewart's first
go-around as host, he did an
excellent job keeping the same
comedic timing and one-liners
that make "The Daily Show" so
successful.
While the actors and Holly
wood people inside the theater
didn't seem to find all of Stew
art's jokes particularly funny,
the viewers at home did.
The opening fell kind of flat,
showing several hosts of the
past, including Billy Crystal
and Chris Rock, turning down
this year's hosting duties leav
ing only Stewart to carry on the
heavy torch of his predeces

sors.
While he was no Billy Crys
tal, Stewart managed to fire off
a few jokes at political parties,
scientologists, a few celebrities
and himself, in a bedroom scene
with George Clooney.
One of the problems that

There was no Tom
Cruise bouncing off
of his seat preach
ing his love for Katie
Holmes and Scien
tology....

worried ABC and viewers at
home was the lack of block
buster stars in attendance at this
year's ceremonies.
There was no Tom Cruise
bouncing off of his seat preach
ing his love for Katie Holmes
and Scientology, no Brad Pitt
and Angelina adopting kids
on the red carpet and no Paris
Hilton, thank god.
This was more of a time for
lesser known actors and ac

tresses to shine in the spotlight
and receive some accolades for
their work. Phillip Seymour
Hoffman, Reese Witherspoon,
Rachel Weisz and George Cloo
ney all took home their first
Oscars, which solidified their
places at the top of Hollywood's
"A" list.
Other memorable highlights
of the night included the mon
tage of cowboy scenes in West
erns that were homoerotic and
hilarious, Will Ferrell and Steve
Carrell (two of the funniest
comedic actors working right
now), presenting the makeup
award, Ben Stiller's green leo
tard, and Three 6 Mafia winning
the award for their beautiful
rendition of "It's Hard Out Here
for a Pimp," featured in "Hustle
and Flow."
It was nice to see a talented
rap group perform and beat
out Dolly Parton and Kathleen
York. The academy is starting
to finally open their eyes and
not just give the award to the
"safe" pick.
The biggest shocker of the
night came in the last fifteen
minutes when the movie about

COURTESY OF ABC

Will Ferrell and Steve Carell present the Oscar for best makeup.

two love-struck cowboys was
over taken by "Crash," an en
semble drama about racial and
social prejudices in Los Ange
les.
All in all, I think this year's
Oscars were better than they
have been in the past few years.
Everything seemed to go pretty
smooth. There were no major
political statements made by
Sean Penn or Michael Moore,
no wardrobe malfunctions and

there were not any major con
troversies. This year set the bar
a little higher for the academy
and hopefully they can make it
even better next year.
The main thing to remember
about this year's biggest award
show: don't illegally download
movies and do not wait to see
the movies on DVD. When we
do that, we are ripping off all
of those poor people in Hol
lywood.
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March movies take midterm blues away
ICOLE COOK
ENT. EDITOR

N

impersonating him.

process brings a new depth to
the trial.

"V is for Vendetta"
Spring Break is fast ap
proaching and what better way
to spend it than by catching up
on the lastest movies. Whether
it is romance, comedy or drama,
there is something for every
one.
Here is a list of movies hit
ting theaters March 17.

"She's the Man"
"What I Like About You's"
Amanda Bynes stars in yet an
other London-based romantic
comedy.
Bynes, who plays Viola
Johnson, decides to enroll at
Ilyria Prep, her twin brother Se
bastian's (James Kirk) boarding
school.
It is the perfect opportunity,
as he is trying to make it as
a musician. Here's the catch:
Viola pretends to be Sebastian.
Drama erupts as she falls for
her roommate Duke (Charming
Tatum), though he is interested
in Olivia (Laura Ramsey).
Olivia has her eyes on
Sebastian. To make matters
worse, the real Sebastian is
back in town two days earlier
than anticipated and he has no
idea that his sister has been

Natalie Portman stars as
Evey, a young woman saved
from a life or death situation by
a masked revolutionary known
as "V."
The film takes place in the
futuristic landscape of totalitar
ian Britain, where tyranny and
oppression are rampant. V tries
to revolt against Britain along
with his fellow citizens. As
Evey learns the truth about V,
she begins to understand herself
better, and in the process joins
V in his struggle to return free
dom and justice to their beloved
country.

"Find Me Guilty"
Vin Diesel stars in the true
story of mobster Jackie Dinorsio. After serving time for drug
possession, Dinorsio refuses to
turn against his mob family.
Prosecutor Sean Casey de
velops a large case against
many defendants, including
Nick Calabrese. It seems to
be an open and shut case until
Dinorsio becomes his own
defense.
At first, every thinks Di
norsio is crazy, but soon his
understanding of the legal

"Mirage"
Marko Kovacevic stars as a
young boy who, despite a hor
rendous upbringing including
the intimidation from bullies,
receives encouragement from
his teacher to enter a poetry
competition in Paris.
When the teacher cannot
stand up to the bullies, Marko
is forced to seek help from
another source — a mercenary
who emphasizes that in life one
must "either eat or be eaten."

"Summer Storm"
Tobi and Achim have been
best friends for many years
as they are both members of a
crew team. Soon, Tobi begins
to realize that his feelings for
Achim go past those of friend
ship.
He is confused, especially
because Achim is totally in love
with his girlfriend. Next, the
Berlin girls' team is replaced
by a team of athletic, prejudiced
men. These issues come to light
just as a summer storm nears
the lake.
"The

Zodiac"

This film follows the shock

LOOKING FOR AN
EXCITING JOB?
GOOD. BECAUSE
RED BULL IS
LOOKING FOR A
STUDENT BRAND
MANAGER ON
YOUR CAMPUS!

COURTESY OF DREAMWORKS

Amanda Bynes stars in "She's the Man." She impersonates her
twin brother Sebastian, but begins to fall for her roomate Duke.

ing murders in the Bay Area
in the late 1960s and how they
effected the victims, their fami
lies and the community.
This psychological thriller
follows a small town cop (Jus
tin Chambers) and his son

(Rory Culkin) as they become
wrapped up in an intense man
hunt as they try to track down
one of the most dangerous serial
killers in American history.
Information from www.
movies.yahoo.com.

THE LOST ART OF KICKING BACK

In a world where urban living usually means tight fit,
Aragon offers an uncommon virtue: space. We're talking
eight very stylish home designs with 1,053 to i,3i3
square feet to expand your mind and body. And with you rSaturdays forever free
from lawn work and home maintenance, your time can be spent doing what
you really want. Spacious floorplans. private garages and a vibrant atmosphere.

Visit our sales office on El Cajon Blvd. between 73rd & La Mesa Blvd.

TOWNHOMES, 3 STORIES,
2 BEDROOMS, 2.5 BATHS.

To find out more and to apply go to www.redbullu.com
or text the word SBM to 72855
2QQ& R<fd Bsdt Nswtls AAH wgfew reserved.

FROM THE MID $400s.
619-464-0963

e& ta

ARAGON

BARRATT

T«e isLanu aT tat eeivrer
of rour tIFC.

8ARRATTAMERICAN.COM
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Take advantage of an
amazing opportunity
Apply for the Editor in Chief
or Director of Finance
positions f o r
The Vista '06-'07
1111 IK

itside of UC 11
www.sandiego.edu/vista
.

Contact Brooke McSppaden
at vista@sandiego.edu for more information.
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SUMMER SESSIONS 2006
JUNE 5 - AUGUST 25

University of San

AVOID LINES — PHONE REGISTER
FOR SUMMER COURSES!

TELEPHONE REGISTRATION IS
ONE WEEK ONLY

CALL 619-260-2200
MONDAY, MARCH 20 - FRIDAY, MARCH 24
WALK-IN REGISTRATION BEGINS TUESDAY, MARCH 28
See your Advisor to get your PIN and choose
your class to phone register.

ifPICK UFA SUMMER BULLETIN AT
FOUNDERS HALL 106
QUESTIONS? Call 619-260-4800

Clear any outstanding balance at
Student Financial Services
before summer registration begins.

Recreation
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Dan Mulville, Campus Recreation

Bodyboarding lets everyone ride the surf
LISA GHARIB
S TAFF W RITER
There's certainly an established
population of surfers in southern
California, but what exactly is surfing?
Surfing is: riding a wave on a board,
right? I'd like to dig a little deeper and
claim that this definition includes sev
eral forms of wave riding, particularly
body boarding.
People have been riding the surf
on their bellies long before stand up
surfing even became established. It's
a classic and personal approach to the
surf, and the learning curve is much
more friendly to the beginner. Many of
us have memories of boogey boarding
the broken waves at sandy beaches,
lolling in the white wash until the board
dragged on the shore. Well that was only
the beginning, as body boarding has
made a name for itself as an extreme
sport. Sure the boards look the same,
but the difference lies in the athlete.
The use of fins (on the feet) also helps
to propel the body boarder into stronger,
more' thrilling waves.
The appeal of body boarding lies in
the opportunities that surfers can't quite
seize, according to the laws of physics.
When you are on a body board, you
are so much closer to the wave and this
makes bizarre things possible. Alex
Zimmerman, USD Surf Team's repre-

KIP HYAMS

USD Surf Team's representative body boarder Alex Zimmerman shoots off a wave
reaching heights of approximately eight feet.

sentative body boarder since his fresh
man year, soaks up the possibilities. He
explained to me that "body boarding
allows you to ride heavier waves (than
surfing does)" and "getting barreled on
a body board is so much fun." Appar
ently it is much easier to get barrels on
a body board. But even if you are not as
hard-core as Alex, who "won't go out

unless it's over six feet," you can still
pick up the sport.
Just like 'regular' surfing, body
boarders experience territoriality. Many
surfers are not fond of body boarders
bobbing in the line-up. Certainly a
surfer will be mad if he keeps going for
a wave and Joe Bodyboarder sneaks so
deep in the pocket that he snags the best

ride every time. Basically body board
ers have to pick their battles. The best
places to avoid confrontation are beach
breaks, like Mission Beach (not Mission
Jetty!), La Jolla Shores, Pacific Beach,
and Blacks beach if you are intense.
Avoid structures in general, like piers,
jetties and point breaks. Especially if
you are a beginner, because the locals
may give you a rough time.
People who have tried to learn to
surf on their feet may not have enjoyed
their first attempt. Alex also surfs, and
says that another excellent quality of
boarding is that "you can have fun the
first time." It's "very easy to pick up,"
and wherever you go from there is up
to you. Just like any sport, you can just
leam to do it and be satisfied. If you
want to join the surf team, however,
you are going to have to leam to break
the boundaries.
Maybe the overhead waves of the
California winter are not for everyone,
but the fact is you have a choice. When
your family back in Minnesota asks if
you are a surfer yet, you can tell them
much more accurately. You can be a
surfer, a body boarder, a body surfer, a
wind surfer, or even a kayak surfer. I've
even seen someone surf a door! If you
ride the waves of the ocean, you are a
surfer. Feel free to branch out and try
different ways of ocean gliding. Most
importantly, remember to have fun.

Soccer season speeds up fast

USD offers PRT class

ERIC LOREY

DAN MULVILLE

R ECREATION S TAFF
After three weeks of CoRec soc
cer play, most teams have stood out for
their skills. Others, like the Bumblebees,
stand out for other reasons, like their
warmups.
The Bumblebees warm up for two
hours before every game, including
stretching, running three miles, and
completing 1,000 push-ups in unison.
Their intensity in warm-ups could be
one reason the team has lost the last two
weeks.
The Bumblebees are also one of the
few teams with a significant cheering
section, headed by mascot Ryan Bums.
Even if you don't care for soccer, watch

ing Ryan "beat his drum to the rhythm of
the ball," is worth the price of admission
(free).
Also of note this past week, Lisa Lerud tripped and fell flat on her face. This
was not an impressive showing from a
former member of the women's soccer
team, but this could be indicative of her
reasons for quitting.
Other disgraces include goalkeeper
Evan Martini scoring two goals for the
other team. To make matters worse, he
was the leading scorer for his team. He
said, "I was only recruited for my looks;
they didn't ask if I actually knew how to
play soccer."
With rain in the forecast this week,
the slip-ups might increase. Come take a
mid-term break and witness the fun.

SCOTT HUNTLEY

Impressive skills, as well as the goofs, make Intramural soccer a lot of fun to play
or watch.

R ECREATION E DITOR
You might not know it, but you have
a chance to take a one-of-a-kind class
through the recreation department.
USD is the first college campus in the
United States to offer Pilates Resistance
Training (PRT) as a recreation/physical
education course. Riding the resurgence
of Pilates' popularity, PRT expands the
method with its extra dimension.
Combining light wrist and ankle
weights with Pilates, the PRT method is
a major step forward in building endur
ance, stamina, control of breath, and full
range of motion.
As it shapes and contours muscles to a
highly refined tone, it also creates power
and strength in the long run. PRT also
helps increase bone density and is known
to prevent and slow down osteoporosis.
It has a proven track record of increasing
form, function, performance and injury
prevention among major athletes and
dancers.
Up until now this technique has been
a well kept secret in the dance, gymnas
tics and Olympic sports communities,
with the training considered appropriate
only for elite athletes and competitive
sports.
Professional dancers wanted the well
defined "gym-body look" for their pro
fessional performances. However they
didn't want to sacrifice their dance tech

nique or "bulk up" to achieve this look.
They needed light, lithe, well shaped and
defined musculature.
This need led to the natural develop
ment of PRT, incorporating both the
traditional Pilates techniques with those
of resistance (weight) training.
The primary aim of the PRT technique
is to work all muscle groups from the
bone outward. This is in contrast to tra
ditional weight training which, instead,
consentrates on the large, "superficial"
muscles.
Pilates strengthens core muscles,
working inside-out from the abs,
obliques, glutes, psoas and erector spinae. This creates longer, leaner, muscles
with better endurance than traditional
body building or weight training. The
breathing technique creates an aerobic
benefit.
For those already in shape, PRT adds
an extra boost to their workout. For those
just beginning to build strength and
tone, it is a gentle process that allows
a slow build with less chance of injury
or fatigue. Although the classes here at
USD are mostly populated by women, it
provides equal results for men too. The
PRT technique can be applied to any
major sport or intramural activity.
If you are interested in enrolling in
PRT, it will be available when you com
plete your fall registration. Please contact
Campus Recreation at 619-260-4533 for
more information.
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Hot March puts Toreros at top of PCSC
Softball (9-6) plays toughest competition of season this weekend in Bulldog classic
ALEX AN ELLA
STAFF WRITER
The Toreros were defeated by crosstown rival San Diego State 8-0 last
Wednesday. The win for the Aztecs tied
the best start ever for the program at
10-3. Even with the loss, however, the
Toreros sit atop the Pacific Coast Soft
ball Conference with a 9-6 record.
The Aztecs were able to defeat the
Toreros behind a strong pitching perfor
mance from freshman Melissa Owens,
who threw a one hit shutout. The Az
tecs scored four runs in the top of the
sixth inning to give them the necessary
eight-run lead to stop the game after
six innings. The Toreros lone hit was
a double by senior Gina McFarland in
the third inning.
"They brought it tonight," Toreros'
head coach Melissa McElvain said.
"They have good hitting which com
plimented their pitching."
The Toreros record of 9-6 has the
team looking toward a successful sea
son. Their record through 15 games
is much better than the previous two
years, both 7-8.
"We look at our season in phases,"
McElvain said. "We finished the first
phase of our season with nine wins. We
want to take that up in March."
The Toreros are coming up to a dif
ficult task this month, as they start phase
two of their season by playing four

—

-

COURTESY OF BROCK SCOTT

USD's Melissa Merchain recorded the only hit for the Toreros in their 8-0 loss to
San Diego State last Wednesday, a double in the third inning.

top-25 teams in their next six games.
At the Fresno State Tournament, the
Toreros will play ninth-ranked Oregon
State, 13th-ranked Washington, 21stranked DePaul, and 23rd-ranked Fresno
State.
"This month is our toughest sched
ule ever as a program," McElvain said.

"It's time to challenge ourselves. This
is a great test for our program and great
preparation for the big picture."
The goal for the Toreros this season
is to win their conference, and if the sea
son were to end today, they would have
achieved that goal. With a record of
9-6, the Toreros are in first place in the

WBC participants go to bat for country
PETER BYRNE
STAFF WRITER
The first World Baseball Classic
champion will be crowned at San
Diego's Petco Park after two-and-a-half
weeks of international play. The final
round of the World Baseball Classic
will be held in America's Finest City
on March 18 and 20.
This event will feature the finest
ballplayers from 16 countries around
the world competing in four pools of
opening-round play.
Pool A features teams from Japan,
Korea, China, and Chinese Taipei. Team
USA joins Canada, South Africa, and
Mexico in Pool B.
Puerto Rico, Cuba, Panama, and
the Netherlands will compete in Pool
C. And Pool D has a couple of power
houses in the Dominican Republic and
Venezuela, who will also compete with
Australia and Italy.
Since the announcement of the World
Baseball Classic's inaugural competi
tion, the majority of the news surround
ing it has been about which stars are not
playing. After the dust settled, however,
it is clear that there won't be a shortage
of talent in the games.
Despite stars like Barry Bonds and
Tim Hudson withdrawing, the Ameri
can team is still loaded with talented

players such as Roger Clemens, Jason American players. Griffey and Clemens
Varitek, Alex Rodriguez, and Ken have spoken about how important rep
Griffey Jr.
resenting their country is to them. MLB
The Americans have an impressive players don't get the opportunity to play
lineup but the Dominican team has in the Olympic Games like some other
scary talent. The middle of their lineup American athletes so this event will be
will be anchored by superstars Albert special for them.
Pujols, David Ortiz, Alfonso Soriano
Participants from other countries
and Miguel Tejada.
should be equally excited about the
If Manny Ramirez and Vladimir Classic. Players like Tejada and Cabrera
Guerrero hadn't withdrawn from the wrapped themselves in their countries'
Classic and Alex Rodriguez had decid flags during the 2005 All-Star Game
ed to play for the Dominican Republic's weekend and one can sense how much
squad, they might have scored 20 runs a national pride they have.
game. As they are, the Dominicans are
For many, the World Baseball Classic
still a serious threat to win the tourna may even be more important than the
ment.
Major League Baseball season. The
Many experts are picking the Ven quality of play should reflect the play
ezuelan team to take the title. Venezuela ers' passion.
has some of the best pitchers on the
Adding to the intrigue of the tourna
planet, boasting filthy hurlers including ment is the fact that up to six teams have
Cy Young Award winner Johan Santana, a legitimate shot at winning it.
Francisco Rodriguez, and Carlos ZamAlthough the United States, Do
brano among others. Their lineup is full minican Republic and Venezuela are
of Major League Baseball players like the favorites, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and
Bobby Abreu, Magglio Ordonez and Japan could all make some noise in
Miguel Cabrera.
the tournament. Even Korea can't be
Japan is the dark horse pick in many counted out of contention.
circles. The Japanese team's only huge
For over a century, the Major League
star is Ichiro Suzuki, but a lot of experts Baseball victor has been deemed the
predict that their style will translate well "World Champion." With the dawn
to the Classic.
World Baseball Classic, we will find
The World Baseball Classic should out who really is the best team in the
spark a lot of national pride for the world.

PCSC, holding a half-game lead over
the 8-6 Loyola Marymount Lions.
"We have been working really hard,"
sophomore Kathleen Bonja said. "Ev
eryone comes to practice early on their
own time. We've got a really good work
ethic."
The hard work has been paying off
for the Toreros, as Bonja and senior Sara
Mason lead the PCSC in hits with 18.
The Toreros lead the PCSC in almost
every offensive category, including a
.286 team batting average, six home
runs, 63 RBI, and 71 runs scored.
"One through nine is a lot stronger
than it has ever been in the past," McEl
vain said. "We are putting up more runs.
This is the best lineup that I've had
since I've been here."
This week the Toreros face their
toughest challenge yet, the Bulldog
Classic at Fresno State University.
"Fresno State is the best tournament
we've ever played in," McElvain said.
"Our seniors are amped to be in it."
The Toreros' tough schedule was
set up to be a challenge, and if they
can overcome it and play like they did
the first month of the season, then they
could be headed toward a conference
championship.
"The schedule was set up to test
ourselves," McElvain said. "We're off
to the best start in our conference. We
would be the ones going to the NCAA
Tournament."

Week in
Review

A quick recap of Torero action

Women's Basketball
The Toreros' season came to an end
in the first round of the WCC Tourna
ment last Thursday with a 61-56 loss
to LMU. Tiara Harris led the Toreros
with a game-high 20 points, and Kelly
Winther had nine points. The Toreros
finish the 2005-2006 season at 9-19.
Women's Tennis
With two wins in Seattle this week
end, USD is now 5-3. After sweeping
the doubles against Idaho, the Toreros'
Emma Murphy, Jenny Brown and
Helene Lindstrand won their singles
matches for a 4-3 victory.
The following day, the Toreros had
less trouble disposing of Washington.
In singles action, Murphy, Perl, Brown,
Brittany Reitz and Sophia Vogt won
their matches for a sound victory.
Baseball
After falling in the first two games of
their series against Cal Poly, the Toreros
captured game three of the series, 5-4.
In the win, Justin Snyder and Steve
Singleton each recorded RBI singles
in the eighth inning to give USD the
lead.
The Toreros ended a seven-game
losing streak, improving to 8-8.
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Toreros fall to Bulldogs in WCC semifinals
ANTHONY GENTILE
SPORTS EDITOR
Two games away from the
NCAA Tournament, the To
reros fell to Gonzaga 96-92
in overtime in the semifinals
of the West Coast Conference
Tournament Sunday night at
the Bulldogs' McCarthey Ath
letic Center. This tough loss
ended any tournament hopes
for the Toreros.
To get to the semis, the
fifth-seeded Toreros had to win
rubber matches against Pepperdine and San Francisco in con
secutive days. In regular season
action, San Diego split against
both of these clubs, winning at
the Jenny Craig Pavilion but
falling on the road.
USD was in total control
throughout their game against
eighth-seeded Pepperdine on
Friday night. The Toreros had
a consistent lead throughout
the game after a 10-2 run sent
them into halftime with a 3727 lead.
USD led by only 10 points at
halftime despite limiting Pep
perdine to 25 percent shooting
(6-for-24) in the first half while
shooting 45 percent. The main
reason for the lead not being
greater was free throw shoot
ing. In the first half, the Waves
made 12 of 18 free throws
while the Toreros did not even
attempt a shot from the charity
stripe.
The Toreros' lead shrunk to
seven in the second half, but a
pair of free throws from Nick
Lewis and a Ross DeRogatis
three-point jumper pushed the
lead to 12 and thwarted the last
major comeback attempt by
Pepperdine. From there, USD
outran the Waves for an 85-72
victory.
In the first round win, Bran
don Johnson led the Toreros
with a career-high 24 points.
The freshman point guard also
had eight assists in a great over
all performance. Four other To
reros scored in double-figures,
including Corey Belser, who
added nine rebounds to an 11point effort.
In their second round con
test on Saturday, the Toreros
faced a tougher task against
fourth-seed San Francisco. In
the first half of a very even con
test, the fatigue of playing their
second straight game caught up
with the Toreros, as they trailed
28-20 with 5:56 to play in the
half. USD responded with nine
consecutive points, and had a
34-31 lead at halftime.
The second half was back
and forth, but it looked as if the
Toreros could put the game in
cruise control ahead 58-49 with
less than six minutes to go. San
Francisco, however, responded
with a 10-0 run to reclaim the

lead. After a goaltending call
against the Dons, Nir Cohen
hit two free throws to seal the
victory for USD.
Lewis led the Toreros with
a game-high 17 points. Cohen
had 13 points and the two
key free throws, and Gyno
Pomare also recorded doubledigit points with 12. Belser
put another solid performance
together against the Dons with
nine points and eight assists.
With the 62-59 win, the
Toreros advanced to the tourna
ment semifinals to play top seed
and sixth-ranked Gonzaga.
USD played their third game
in three nights when they took
on the Bulldogs on Sunday
night. In the first half, the To
reros had trouble running with
the host club and trailed by as
much as 13 before cutting the
deficit to 10 by halftime.
In the second half, the To
reros made it a contest with
J.P. Batista, Gonzaga's star
forward, on the bench due to
a first-half knee injury. A 10-2
run with Batista out gave the
Toreros their first lead of the
game, 51-50, with just over 13
minutes to play. Following the
Toreros' run, neither team led
by more than five points for the
rest of the game as USD and
Gonzaga fought to the wire.
Down by three with 50 sec
onds remaining in the second
half, Johnson missed his sec
ond of two free throw attempts
and it looked bleak for the
Toreros. However, DeRogatis
stole the ball on the next pos
session and Lewis hit a turn
around jumper for two of his
game-high 26 points with six
seconds to play.
Gonzaga inbounded the ball
to Morrison, their player of
the year candidate, who was
fouled and sent to the line.
USD caught a break when
Morrison missed one of his two
free throws, putting the Toreros
down 85-83 with 4.6 seconds to
play in regulation.
Off of the Toreros' inbounds
pass, Johnson sped down the
court and fell in the key. But
before he hit the deck, Johnson
scooped a pass to a wide-open
Belser, who made a left-handed
layup as time expired to tie the
game at 85 and force overtime.
Replays showed that Belser
released the ball with only onetenth of a second to play.
Less than a minute into the
overtime period, USD was
forced to battle uphill as Gon
zaga scored four straight points
to take an 89-85 lead. Four
straight points from Pomare,
however, knotted the game
once again with 2:29 left in
overtime.
Morrison had only three as
sists, but his biggest one came
in overtime, a short lob to

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LINDSAY HALLVIK/THE GONZAGA BULLETIN

Above: Point guard Brandon
Johnson pushes the ball
against Gonzaga's Derek Raivio
in the WCC semifinal. Johnson
finished the game with 19
points, five rebounds and five
assists.
Right: USD's Corey Belser puts
pressure on Gonzaga's Adam
Morrison, one of the top scor
ers in the nation. Morrison had
24 points, but made only five of
16 field goal attempts.

Batista, whose layup extended
Gonzaga's lead to 93-90 with
a little over a minute to play.
Although he saw limited action
after leaving in the first half,
when Batista was in the game
he made his presence felt on
both ends of the court, finishing
with 21 points and 13 rebounds.
Following a three-point miss
by DeRogatis, Batista made
one of two free throws to push
the lead to four.
Following a pair of free
throws from Johnson, Batista
had a chance to put the game
out of reach. He made only
one of two free throws, how
ever, which kept the Toreros
within a single possession of
the Bulldogs.
As did their final shot, a
Johnson three-pointer with six
seconds remaining, the Tore
ros fell just short of beating
the Bulldogs, and San Diego
wound up losing 96-92 to the
eventual WCC Tournament
champions.
The Toreros' true freshman
from Houston finished the
game With 19 points, connect
ing on seven of his 14 field
goal attempts. Also making an
impact offensively were DeRo
gatis (17 points) and Cohen (15
points).
Belser had only six points,

'

but he was tasked with stop
ping the seemingly unstop
pable Morrison. As he has in
past meetings, Belser frustrated
Morrison, who had 24 points
but made only five of his 16
field goal attempts.
Morrison and his teammates
benefited from favorable of
ficiating, attempting 45 free
throws to USD's 19; Morrison
and Batista attempted as many
free throws, 14, as the Toreros
made.
In the end, however, the
depth and talent of the Bull
dogs proved too much for

the Toreros, who played their
hearts out until the bitter end.
San Diego comes out of the
tournament with an 18-12
overall record.
Although the NCAA Tourna
ment is now out of the picture
for the Toreros, their credentials
could land them in the National
Invitational Tournament.
While allowing the seniors
to shine one last time, a pro
ductive NIT could serve as a
building block for next season
for this young team that ma
tures every time they step out
on the court.

